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TIPS FOR BUSY READERS
MARY F. HALL, CPA, Editor
Journal Of Accounting Research, Published 
jointly by University of Chicago and Univer­
sity of London, semi-annually.
This publication is a relative newcomer 
to the list of periodicals in the accounting 
area. It is published semi-annually (spring 
and fall) through the joint efforts of the 
Institute of Professional Accounting, Gradu­
ate School of Business, University of Chicago, 
and the London School of Economics and 
Political Science, University of London. The 
first issue was published in the spring of 
1963. The subscription rate is $4.50 per year 
with an additional charge of $4 for each 
additional year ordered.
Each issue contains four to seven articles 
with the authorship divided between 
Englishmen and Americans. Three special 
sections are included in each issue, Research 
Reports, The Reviewer’s Corner, and Cap­
sules and Comments. The research reports tend 
to be primarily quantitative studies and ac­
cordingly contain charts, graphs, mathemat­
ical formulas, probabilities, and linear pro­
gramming. The Reviewer’s Corner ordin­
arily contains reviews of one or more books. 
Sometimes, however, there appear short re­
torts provoked by research studies or arti­
cles which appeared in previous issues of the 
magazine. Capsules and Comments tend to 
be brief contributions of almost any descrip­
tion. This section is omitted in issues which 
contain more numerous feature articles.
Recent issues have contained articles on 
Accounting Research Study No. 6 prepared 
and published by the American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants. Several arti­
cles from the Journal have been reviewed 
in past issues of The Woman CPA. Since 
this is a journal of accounting research, many 
of the articles are more theoretical than those 
published in The Accounting Review or 
The Journal of Accountancy.
Altogether the Journal is one which, if 
read, will stretch the horizons of the ac­
countant and be a tool for self-development 
and continuing education.
Dr. Marie E. Dubke, CPA 
Central Michigan University 
Mount Pleasant, Michigan
“An Accounts Payable Application of EDP,” 
John R. Nichols, National Association of Ac­
countants Management Accounting, March 
1966, Volume XLVII, Number 7.
This case study deals with the various 
processes used in converting an accounts 
payable system from a manual operation to 
electronic data processing equipment, but 
it is pointed out that most of the aspects 
described in this case study are also ap­
plicable to, conversion of other accounting 
procedures. Electronic data processing equip­
ment is defined as a computing machine 
which operates on information or data by 
means of an internally stored program and 
which has multiple input-output units.
As I read the article, I was impressed 
with the planning which had been done by 
the company and the outside consultants 
making this conversion. The objectives of 
the new accounts payable application are 
stated; the steps in the procedure used 
in converting to the computer are listed; 
and the old system and its requirements are 
discussed; and this is followed by a dis­
cussion of the new requirements. Also in­
cluded are six illustrations of forms and 
information used in the accounts payable 
department, and five flow charts of the 
accounts payable EDP procedure.
A new accounts payable system was de­
signed and then the programming effort 
began. The article lists the information given 
to the programmer and also the require­
ments regarding documentation which the 
programmer was to fulfill. After the programs 
were prepared, the company checked them 
out by a period of parallel or dual operation. 
The actual time spent in each phase of 
the conversion to the new accounts payable 
system was two weeks for fact finding, six 
weeks for system requirements design, five 
weeks for programming and three weeks for 
the parallel operation, a total of sixteen 
weeks. The author states that there were 
some savings in miscellaneous equipment 
and clerical staff, but the company’s operat­
ing and equipment costs were actually higher 
after the installation of electronic data 
processing equipment. The great benefit 
to the company, however, was not in cost 
saving, but in the effective use of informa­
tion which was not available under the 
previous system.
Mary E. Burnet, CPA
Rochester Institute of Technology 
Rochester, New York
13
